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ties of this office were to be discharged by a deputy,
because the Emperor had ordained that so long as Siddi
Mas'ud was alive he was to remain in the service of
Firuz Jang.1 His sons, when they reached the royal
presence with the golden keys of the fortress of Adorn,
were duly honoured with favours and presents. An
increase of 1,000 zat, 1,000 horse was made in the
rank of Firuz Jang.2
As the Emperor had reached Bqapur, Firuz Jang
joined him there after settling the administration of Adoni
and its neighbourhood. The Emperor honoured him with
presents. Intelligence was received that Sambhajl and his
lieutenants were creating great disturbances in the direc-
tion of Bahadurgarh and Gulshanabad (Medak), the
Emperor directed Firuz Jang and Sheikh Nizam (Muqar-
rab Khan) to proceed with a suitable force in order to re-
establish Mughal supremacy in those districts. While the
Mughal forces were busy in Golconda, Sambhajl and his
famous general Santaji were raiding the Mughal territory.
They had raised fresh troops and had considerably
increased their military strength.
When preparations were being made to start a vigorous
offensive against the Marathas, the plague epidemic broke
out in November, 1688, in the royal camp at Bljapur. It
was so virulent that very few who were infected with it
could manage to survive. The queen-consort, Auranga-
badl Mahal, Maharaja Jaswant Singh's son who was only
thirteen years old and who was brought up with the
Imperial family and Fazil Khan, sadr, besides many other
nobles and officers died. Nearly a hundred thousand souls
perished in this terrible pestilence. The Emperor had to
move his camp from Bljapur to Akluj in the Sholapur
1 Ma'athir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 316.
* According to Khafi Khan, Siddi Mas'ud requested the Em-
peror through Firuz Jang, to be excused from going to
his presence and to be allowed to send his sons instead (Vol. II,
p. 272).
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